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The Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region

Special Research Project

Second International Review Meeting

Interchanges of Beliefs and Rituals in Ancient East Asia

1. Outline
Host: Preservation and Utilization Council of “Sacred Island of Okinoshima
and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region”
Date: 12-13 January 2020
Venue: Fukuoka-Ken Chushokigyo Shinko Center

(9-15 Yoshizuka-shinmachi Hakata-ku, Fukuoka, Japan)

Participants:
SATO Makoto

MIZOGUCHI Koji

AKIMICHI Tomoya

SASO Mamoru
TANAKA Fumio
TAKATA Kanta
WOO Jae Pyoung
Cees VAN ROOIJEN
HANADA Katsuhiro
NIKAIDO Yoshihiro
SONG Hwa Seop
CHOI Ji Youn

Agency for Cultural Affairs

Vice Chair of the Expert Committee,

Director of National Institutes for the Humanities%
Member of the Expert Committee,

Professor of Kyushu University

Honorary Professor of Research Institute for Humanity and
Nature, Director of Fujisan World Heritage Centere
Professor of Kokugakuin Universityem

Professor of Waseda Universityem

Associate professor of National Museum of Japanese Historye
Professor of Chungnam University (Korea)e

Cultural Heritage Agency (RCE, Netherlands) m

Yasu City Board of Educationm

Professor of Kansai Universitym

Professor of Chung-ang University (Korea)m

National Research Institute for Cultural Heritage (Korea)

Secretariat (Fukuoka Prefectural Government, Munakata City, Fukutsu City)

(*Chairperson, eResearcher, mReporter)

2. Objective

What kinds of beliefs and rituals existed in East Asia during the period from the 4th to 9th century?
How they influenced regional beliefs and rituals through diverse exchanges between regions? The
characteristics of Okinoshima’s faith and rituals in East Asia will be considered from an exploration
of the similarities and differences in faiths and ritual cultures of the people in each region.
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3. Schedule
12 — January
Time Items Contents
) . Opening Remarks and Introduction of Speakers
13:00 Opening Remarks by Host (Background of Research Project and Challenges)
Kevnote Research Issues of “The Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the
13:15 S }éech Munakata Region” — from a Viewpoint of World Heritage
P Cees VAN ROOIJEN (Cultural Heritage Agency (RCE, Netherlands))
Ancient Foreign Residents in the Kyushu Region and Their Faith - Himekoso,
14:15 Report-1 Gyokujo, and Satsuma Stone Pagodas
TANAKA Fumio (Waseda University)
Break 15:15-15:30
15:30 ReDort-2 Overseas Exchanges in the Munakata Region and the Munakata Clan
' P HANADA Katsuhiro (Yasu City Board of Education)
Reality of Rituals and Deity Views in Ancient Japan - The Natural Environment of
16:30 Report-3 the Japanese Archipelago and Relations with East Asia
SASO Mamoru (Kokugakuin University)

18:00 ~ Reception

13 - January
Time Items Contents
The Development of Taoism in China and the Impact of Chinese Folk Beliefs to
9:30 Report-4 Japan
NIKAIDO Yoshihiro (Kansai University)
Historical Development of Folk Beliefs and Overseas Exchanges in the Korean
10:30 Report-5 Peninsula
SONG Hwa Seop (Chung-ang University(Korea))
11:40 Q&A and other items
Lunch 12:00-13:00
13:00 Discussion Okinoshima and the Munakata Region seen from Religious Exchanges in Ancient
’ East Asia - Religious Exchanges in Ancient East Asia
Break 15:00-15:15
Okinoshima and the Munakata Region seen from Religious Exchanges in Ancient
15:15 Discussion | East Asia - Faith and Rituals of Okinoshima (Munakata) from the Perspective of
Ancient East Asia
17:00 Closing
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Research Issues of “The Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites
in Munakata Region” - from a Viewpoint of World Heritage -

Cees VAN ROOIJEN
{Abstract))

The early period of Okinoshima is an intriguing period. The finds on the island show the important role
the island played in the interaction between the mainland of Asia and the Japanese Archipelago. A role
whose importance was recognized by the ICOMOS World Heritage Panel and was seen as the thread in
the Nomination which was the most promising.

On the other hand, the question is; do we fully understand that role? It is always difficult to interpret
archaeological finds by themselves. As archaeologist we interpret them from our present days view on
the world. In the case of Okinoshima it is obvious that rites and seafaring play an important role, and
the influence of the growing centralized power is also a main theme. But one can wonder what more is
there to detect, and question if those three obvious threads are not overwhelming other lines. For World
Heritage it is very interesting how the world interacts and how groups of people are influenced by each
other. It was thought by the panel that it would be interesting to investigate if these lines of influence
can be recovered by the expressions of the archaeological heritage, not alone at Okinoshima but also in
a wider setting. This research can be done by deepening our knowledge of the items and finds we already
know, but also by looking at them in another way. For instance, in a wider context, as is done by also
researching Asian mainland sites. Also, examples from other places might help to open up new lines of
thought and new lines for research. The program, where this conference is part of, is an excellent
response to the need to better understand Okinoshima and the role it played in the early medieval period
of this part of Asia.

{Profile)

Focal Point for World Heritage in the Netherlands. Majored in medieval archaeology of Western Europe.
Sat in the ICOMOS World Heritage Panel of 2014, 2015 and 2016.

Working career

1986-1998 Archaeologist; municipality of Utrecht, Netherlands

1998-2007 Advisor for Archaeology; State Service for Archaeology (ROB), Netherlands

2007-2018 Advisor and Project Manager for Archaeological and Landscape projects; Cultural
Heritage Agency (RCE), Netherlands

2018-present  Focal Point for World Heritage Netherlands; Cultural Heritage Agency (RCE),
Netherlands

https://www.linkedin.com/in/cees-van-rooijen-477a332a/
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Ancient Foreign Residents of the Kyushu Region and Their Faith
—Himekoso, Gyokujo, and Satsuma Stone Pagodas—

TANAKA Fumio
{Abstract))

This report discusses the faith practiced by foreign residents in Kyushu, Japan from ancient times to the
early medieval period, from the perspective of literature. In this report, “foreign residents” refers to the
ancient people who arrived from overseas, some of whom did not settle permanently.

First of all, I would like to draw your attention to the worship of Himekoso as a faith associated with
the Munakata region, and which was practiced by foreign residents in Japan prior to the 8th century.
This faith was closely associated with the development of Miyake (estates established in various regions
by a central kingship for regional governance) after the late 6th century, as foreign residents and their
descendants who were worshippers of Himekoso became involved in its administration. Furthermore,
as the wealthier and more influential locals also became engaged in the administration of Miyake, the
worship of Himekoso spread to them as well.

The archaeological discovery dating from the 9th century that subsequently captures our attention is
the wooden tablet (mokkan) No. 2 excavated from the Nakabaru site in Karatsu City, Saga Prefecture,
which has an expression of the goddess called Gyokujo (jade woman). The description of this narrow
wooden strip indicates some common features with Henbai (ritual footsteps performed by a sorcerer in
a ceremony that was believed to have magical powers), which was influenced by Chinese Taoism and
introduced in Japanese Onmyodo after the mid-10th century. This local wooden tablet dates back the
Henbai of Onmyodo a hundred years earlier, which gives evidence to the international environment of
the northern Kyushu region of the time.

Additionally, we also want to consider the Satsuma stone pagoda as a significant representation of
faith from overseas in Kyushu during the early medieval period. Satsuma stone pagodas are unevenly
distributed in the western Kyushu region, and their direct Chinese influence has often been pointed out.
They are thought to have been brought by the Song merchants who engaged in sulphur trading at lo
Island in Kagoshima Prefecture, and may relate to the Chinese ship that appears in Tale of the Heike.
Despite all this, pagodas matching the description of Satsuma stone pagodas have never been confirmed
in China. This indicates that the practice of the faith may have been transformed in Kyushu.

As we can see, when compared to other regions in Japan, Kyushu had an ideal environment that
made it easier for the faiths of China and the Korean peninsula to expand. At the same time, there has
been a transformation that is connected with the regional characteristics of Kyushu in the development
of those faiths. This shows that those faiths brought by the foreign residents were actively adopted by
the local people in Kyushu and shared over time.

{Profile)

Professor at the Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University. He has been trying to clarify
historical multiplicity, diversity, and internationality in society in the Japanese archipelago through the
study of regional history and international cultural relations. Completed a Doctoral Course in Japanese
History in the Graduate School of Letters, Kokugakuin University. PhD in History. His role as Director
in the Cultural Properties Division (Buried Cultural Property Research Center) of the Shimane
Prefectural Board of Education and Professor at the College of Economics of Kanto Gakuin University
led to his current post.
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Overseas Exchanges in the Munakata Region and the Munakata Clan
HANADA Katsuhiro
{Abstract)

The Munakata region is an ideal place for research aimed at uncovering how a group of people living
on the small plains along the Genkai-Nada sea coast, an area that had very little fertility during the
Jomon and Yayoi periods, grew to become influential clans in the Kofun period. These people, who
lived in a region with low agricultural production marked mainly by inlets and lagoons, eventually
became specialists in many aspects of maritime traffic and trade, fully utilizing their characteristic traits
as marine people. As of the 4th century, the rituals on Okinoshima aimed at securing and taking control
of maritime routes had already started, and set the course for the Yamato court to seek hegemony and
acquire interests on the Korean Peninsula. As if to respond to these political developments, numerous
keyhole-shaped mounded tombs were built for local clans. It appears that the Munakata clan was
assigned the role of the priest of Okinoshima by one of the “Five Kings of Wa” who is seemed to be
buried in the Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group.

It is noteworthy that significant contributions from the Kinai region have been confirmed after the
Munakata region’s assistance to the Yamato court’s control of the sea lanes, as evidenced by the ritual
accessories that the Yamato court used for rituals found on Okinoshima, by the goods shipped from the
Korean Peninsula, and more. The excavated antiquities include the remains of ancient immigrants to
Japan, as well as local people and people from the Kinai region, which also suggests group migrations
behind the scenes. These developments helped this group of seaside people grow into powerful regional
chieftains. This closely corresponds with the formation of the Yamato court and its regional governance
and have much in common, including the acquisition of handicraft production technology and group
placements.

The Article of Year 673 of “Nihonshoki” (Chronicles of Japan) mentions that Amakono-iratsume, a
daughter of Munakata-no-Kimi Tokuzen, had taken into the inner palace, which highlights the fact that
the Munakata clan, who had taken control of the maritime routes through Munakata-Oshima-
Okinoshima-the Korean Peninsula had so significant power that it enabled marriage ties with the Yamato
court when sending aid to the Baekje. The Miyajidake Kofun is believed to be the tomb of Munakata-
no-Kimi Tokuzen. It should especially be noted that, geographically speaking, Munakata has been an
important strategic point for trade traffic and the military, and that special rituals for the security of
maritime traffic were performed out of regard to Munakata-no-Okami as Michinushi-no-Muchi (the
greatest deity of the road).

{Profile)

Born in March 1955 in Kato (a region previously called Fukuzaki), Munakata City, Fukuoka Prefecture.
Graduated from the Department of History, Faculty of Letters, Nara University. Received a PhD in
Letters and became a researcher in the Department of Archaeology, Nara University. Fulfilled the role
of Director of the Cultural Properties Division of the Yasu City Board of Education (Shiga Prefecture),
followed by a part-time lecturer post at the University of Shiga Prefecture. Currently, serving as a
researcher at the Yasu City Board of Education.

11
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Reality of Rituals and Deity Views in Ancient Japan
—The Natural Environment of the Japanese Archipelago and Relations with East Asia—

SASO Mamoru
{Abstract)

In each region of the Japanese archipelago (from the Tohoku region to Kyushu), ritual sites can be
found where common relics used for rituals from the later 4th to the 5th century have been excavated.
These excavated relics and other remains tell us that people prepared meals and offerings for deities,
and accumulated earthenware and ritual items there. Recent studies have confirmed cases where there
were fences used to partition and conceal a ritual site from the surrounding area, as well as raised-floor
storehouses where valuable items were kept.

These provide us with enough evidence to reproduce a ritual structure consisting of (1) the
preparation of offerings, (2) rituals and (3) the removal and storage of votive offerings after the rituals.
This corresponds with the ceremony of Jingu rituals recorded in the Kotaijingu Gishikicho (Ceremony
Register of Kotaijingu), issued in 804 (the 23rd year of Enryaku). The ceremony was needed to
distinguish rituals from daily life and to help maintain cleanliness. In addition, the procedure for
offering meals and valuable items was the same used in rituals conducted at Kofun (mounded tombs)
established in the 3rd century, which are considered to be related to the formation of these rituals.

“Deity views,” which describe how deities for the rituals were regarded, were deeply interconnected
with the natural environment of the Japanese archipelago, which offers not only blessings but also
various disasters. Ancient ritual sites were located in places which played a special role in securing
natural resources, developing agricultural production and marine and land transportation, and ancient
shrines were also situated in such places. People intuitively felt the “Agents” in the special
mechanisms of the natural environment, who caused such work, and believed in deities and conducted
the rituals. There was a view that deities “resided” in specific places, which is described in “Kojiki”,
“Nihonshoki” and “Engishiki.”

These rituals and deity views were developed in tandem with the activation of exchanges between
the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese archipelago (Wakoku) in the 4th and 5th centuries, and
relations with the unified empire of China in the 7th century, which led to Jingi rituals in the Ritsuryo
Era.

{Profile)

Professor of Faculty of Shinto Studies, Kokugakuin University, Director of Kokugakuin University
Museum. Born in 1961, he specializes in Japanese archaeology and the history of Japanese religion.
He completed the master’s program of the Graduate School of Letters at Kokugakuin University and
obtained a Ph.D. in religious studies. He previously served as a research fellow at the Chiba Prefecture
Cultural Asset Center, a senior cultural asset manager of the Cultural Asset Department of Education
Bureau of Chiba Prefecture, a specialist at the National Olympic Memorial Youth Center and a
part-time lecturer for the Faculty of Letters of National University Corporation Chiba University.
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The Development of Taoism in China and the Impact of
Chinese Folk Beliefs to Japan

NIKAIDO Yoshihiro

{Abstract))

The origin of Taoism is generally believed to have been the Way of the Celestial Master movement,
founded by Zhang Ling during the Later Han period. However, even before that, there were the ideas of
Taoism as typified by Laozi and Zhuangzi, as well as Shenxian Dao (the Way of the Immortals). Both
served as sources of later Taoism. After that, during the Six Dynasties period, the Way of the Celestial
Master developed its organization and structure to create Taoism. Distinguished Taoist monks such as
Lu Xiujing and Tao Hongjing also entered the scene, deepened the doctrines of Taoism, and sorted out
the sutra. It was during this period, as well, that Ge Hong wrote “Baopuzi.” After uniting the Northern
and Southern dynasties, the Sui dynasty esteemed both Taoism and Buddhism, though Buddhism was
held in higher regard. During the Tang dynasty, with the imperial family's claim to be descendants of
Laozi, Taoism was instituted and developed as the official religion. Taoist monks such as Sima
Chengzhen played an active role in the era of Emperor Xuan Zong. In the Five Dynasties period, Du
Guangting compiled all the Taoist rituals that had been created up to that point. During the Song dynasty,
Taoism was again slightly transformed. During the Jin dynasty, a new form of Taoism called “Quan-
zhen jiao” (Teaching of Complete Perfection) was established. You can read about the history of Taoism
development up to the Tang dynasty in the book “Yunji Qigian.”

Apart from Taoism movements, some folk beliefs have been continuous since ancient times. These
folk beliefs originated from shamanism and were subject to a wider variety of changes, as they were
widely practiced among commoners. For example, faith in Prince Jing of Chengyang was prevalent
during the Han dynasty, though it became a rarity during the Tang dynasty. Folk beliefs often conflicted
with Taoism. In fact, quite a number of articles that criticize folk beliefs are contained in “Baopuzi.”

There are no Taoist temples or monks in Japan, as Taoism was never introduced to the country in any
comprehensive manner. Faith in the Three Pure Ones, the three most important deities in Taoism, is
hardly known in Japan. Despite this, the influence of Taoist culture can be seen in Japan in various forms,
and has affected Japanese people in many ways. Moreover, folk beliefs trickled over to Japan one at a
time, and have commonly been syncretized with Japanese Shintoism and Buddhism.

{Profile)

Professor, Faculty of Letters, Kansai University. Born in 1962. Graduated from the Faculty of Letters,
Toyo University. Completed coursework in the Doctoral Program at the Department of Oriental
Philosophy, the Graduate School of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University. Received a PhD in
Letters (Toyo University), and PhD in Cultural Interaction (Kansai University). Majored in the study of
relationships between Chinese folk beliefs and Taoism.
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Historical Development of Folk Beliefs and Overseas Exchanges in the
Korean Peninsula

SONG Hwa Seop
{Abstract))

The Korean Peninsula is located in the East Asian Middle Sea where marine culture prospered. Baekje
was located in the south western side of the Peninsula, with Goguryeo as its rival in the north and Wa
(Japan) and Southern Dynasties of China as its friendly nations in the south. In order to respond to the
threat from Goguryeo, Baekje put a lot of emphasis on diplomatic exchanges with Gaya, Wa and
Southern Dynasty of China. Diplomatic exchanges with China and Wa by Baekje were conducted
through marine transportation and they got into full swing during the periods of reign of King
Dongseong and King Munyeong after the relocation of the capital to Ungjin.

As for the diplomatic relations, there are a state-led type and private-sector-led one. While the
state-led type is conducted mainly by envoy and tribute ships, the private-sector-led one is by
commercial and trade ships. Marine exchanges developed navigation guardian god, anchorage sites
and sailing safety prayer places. Exchanges between Baekje and China/Japan were active during the
Ungjin period. Such facts are reflected in the Buan Jungmak-dong maritime ritual site and their relics.
The relics were mainly belonged to the middle of the 5th century to the middle of the 6th century.

The relics of external exchanges at the Buan Jungmak-dong site are soft stone imitations like
ones of the Okinoshima Island in Japan and celadon porcelain pieces of China. As the stone imitations
were national dedication articles only during a certain period, they did not have an ability to transmit
as folk religion. On the other hand, cultural exchanges with the Chinese Southern Dynasties were
implemented in parallel with the state-led and private-sector-led styles which maintained a
transmission capability as maritime faith. Private trade became active in the Unified Silla period, and
at the ruins of Jungmak-dong site, maritime folk religions developed, such as a water temple and
seaside cave faith of Mount Putuo of Zhoushan Islands of China and faith in Nanhai Guanyin. At the
seaside cave, guardian god for sailing was placed and Nanhai Guanyin was enshrined at a water
temple as an incarnation, “Gaeyang Halmeoni (Grandmother)”.

In this way, at the Bay of Julpo and Byeonsan Peninsula, ocean Buddhism and maritime folk
religion of Chinese descent have been continuously maintained after the Silla period, through the
Goryeo era, Choson Dynasty era up to now.

{Profile)

Professor, DaVinci Education Institute, Chung-ang University, Doctor of Literature. Major in ancient
religious history of Korea Served as Chairman of the History and Folklore Studies Society of Korea
and Chairman of the Petroglyph Society of Korea, and presently serving as Chairman of the Later
Baekje Society. Served as member of the Jeollabuk-do Cultural Assets Committee and presently
serving as Chairman of the National Folklore Museum Compilation Committee.

Research Areas: Research on petroglyph in Korea, Korean history and folklore and marine faith, East
Asian culture and marine exchanges.
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