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The Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region
Special Research Project
The 1st International Review Meeting
“Okinoshima and the Munakata Region seen from Navigation in Ancient East Asia”

1. Outline

Host: Preservation and Utilization Council of “Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated
Sites in the Munakata Region”
Date: Feb. 26 (Tue) — 27 (Wed) *Feb.28 (Thu): On-site Visit
Venue: Conference room, Nishijin Plaza, Kyushu University
(2-16-23 Nishijin, Sawara—ku, Fukuoka City, Fukuoka Prefecture 814-0002 Japan)
Participants:
SATO, Makoto Vice—Chair of Expert’ s Committee / Commissioner of National Institutes
for the Humanities %
AKIMICHI, Tomoya Honorary Professor of Research Institute for Humanity and Nature /
Director of Fujisan World Heritage Center @
SASO, Mamoru Professor of Kokugakuin University, Archaeology @
TANAKA, Fumio Professor of Waseda University, History@
TAKATA, Kanta Associate Professor of National Museum of Japanese History,
Archaeology @
WOO, Jaepyoung Professor of Chungnam National University (KOREA), Archaeology @
WANG, Haiyan Professor of Zhejiang University (CHINA), History A
MORITA, Katsuyuki Special Director of Imashirozuka History Museum of Takatsuki City,
Archaeology A
GOTO, Akira Professor of Nanzan University, Anthropology A
James Randall SASAKI Kyushu National Museum Associate Fellow, Maritime
Archaeology A
KWON, Ohyoung Professor of Seoul National University, History A
HIROSE, Naoki Professor, Research Institute for Applied Mechanics, Kyushu University,
Physical Oceanography A
Agency for Cultural Affairs
Secretariat (Fukuoka Prefecture / Munakata City / Fukutsu City)
(% Chair, @Delegated Researcher, AResearch Collaborator)

2. Objective
How and what was the ancient voyage; the routes, anchorage sites, used ships, navigation
techniques, etc. at the time when the ritual was held and prayed for safe voyage in this property?
Based on the accumulated current knowledge, this meeting aims to clarify background and

characteristics of the ancient ritual or research subjects.
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3. Schedule
February 26 (Tue)
Time Session Theme
13:00 Opening
Report from
13:10 epo ,O Purpose of the Special Research Project
Secretariat
Report from | , . .
13:20 . Report of Inspection tour to China
Secretariat
14:90 S ”Shipbuilding and Navigation Techniques of Japan from the 4th to 9th Century”
: epor
b MORITA, Katsuyuki (Imashirozuka History Museum in Takatsuki City)
Break
“Shipbuilding and Navigation, and Beliefs in the Southern World”
15:25 Report 2 . .. . .
GOTO, Akira (Faculty of Humanities, Nanzan University)
”Shipbuilding Technology and Voyage to understand from the Sunken Ship”
16:15 Report 3

James Randall SASAKI (Kyushu National Museum Associate Fellow)

February 27 (Wed)

Time Session Theme
9:30 Report 4 “Transition Process of Sea Route and Trade surrounding the Ancient Korean Peninsula”
: epor
b KWON, Ohyoung (Humanities Dept. at Seoul National University)
”Sea Road for Japan—Korea Negotiations during the Kofun Period”
10:30 Report 5 . . .
TAKATA, Kanta (National Institute of Japanese History)
11:90 Revort 6 ”Ocean Current and Voyage Environment of the East China Sea — Japan Sea”
: epor
b HIROSE, Naoki (Research Institute for Applied Mechanics, Kyushu University)
Lunch
. . Okinoshima and the Munakata Region seen from Navigation in Ancient East Asia:
13:10 Discussion . N e
True picture of Voyage (Shipbuilding, Sailing)
Break
. . Okinoshima and the Munakata Region seen from Navigation in Ancient East Asia:
15:15 Discussion

Marine route between Japan and Korea and Okinoshima in the Munakata Region

February 28 (Thu)

Time Event Place

8:45 Depart from the hotel

9:50 Nakatsu—miya, Munakata Taisha
10:30 Top of Mt. Mitake
11:10 Okitsu—miya Yohaisho, Munakata Taisha
11:30 . Oshima Koryu—kan

On-site B —
13:40 . . Umi—no—michi Munakata—kan Museum
inspection X R

14:15 Hetsu—miya, Munakata Taisha
15:00 Shimpo—kan Museum of Munakata Taisha
16:10 Shimbaru-Nuyama Mounded Tomb Group
17:00 Camellia Stage Histrorical Museum

- Scheduled Report 1 ”Shipbuilding and Navigation Techniques of China from the 4th to 9th Century” by
JIANG, Bo (Chinese Academy of Cultural Heritage SACH Center of UCH) was cancelled.
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“Shipbuilding and Navigation Techniques of Japan
from the 4th to 9th Century”

MORITA, Katsuyuki

{Summary)

The main points of reference used to study shipbuilding and navigation techniques in ancient
Japan, from the 4th century to the 9th century, are historical materials such as “Kojiki,”
“Nihonshoki” and “Manyoshu,” as well as archaeological finds unearthed from various
locations in Japan. The historical materials mainly comprise brief descriptions of the ships
owned by kings of Wa and the Ritsuryo governments, or emotional expressions of poetry
related to the ships. There has never been a systematic record devoted to the development
of shipbuilding technology and the art of navigation in this area. Archeological materials,
even if they were from the ships themselves, were mostly diverted for use as parts of other
structures after dismantling of the ship. Other archaeological materials include miniatures of
ship used in ancient tomb rituals (ship—shaped clay figures), as well as drawings found on
containers and stone tomb chambers (ship paintings).

With these in mind, I would like to draw the history of the ship in ancient Japan based on
fragmented information from the Kojiki and Nihonshoki and relevant archeological materials;
from semi-structured ship (dugouts with ship planks), early “structured ship” (Kuribune
equipped with chamfering strips and hinges on the ship bottom), and even to the “Kentoshi
Ship”(used for a Japanese envoy s Tang Dynasty) that held 120 people. I will explain how
these large transport ships, which made it possible to transfer so many people at once, came
to be. This will help explain why [ believe it was possible to dispatch by ship more than
60,000 soldiers, the largest such number of soldiers move in ancient history, which reminds
us it as a trigger of the Iwai War. After the war, the utilization of these large transport ships
enabled large—scale maritime transport, starting from Uto Port in Kumamoto, via the
Shimabara Peninsula, through Nagasaki West Bank, Genkai Sea, Kanmon Strait, the Seto
Inland Sea, and through the Yodo River to the Great King’ s Tomb (eg. Imashirozuka Kofun)
and various locations in Kinai. The route is known as the one that the “An Experiment of the
Historical ’King’s Stone Coffin’ Transportation” followed in 2005 with a huge,
crescent—shaped, stone coffin made of Aso Welded Tuff (Makado stone).

{Profile)

Special director of the Imashirozuka History Museum of Takatsuki City. Majored in Japan
Archaeology.
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“Shipbuilding and Navigation, and Beliefs in the Southern World”

GOTO, Akira

(Summary)

In this presentation, we will start with an overview of traditional shipbuilding technology and
navigation techniques of the southern world. Then, I will discuss trading and religious
activities that occurred where such voyages took place, as well as islands and archaeological
sites that are considered sacred sites. By doing so, I would like to provide comparative
examples for Okinoshima.

Migration to the Oceania Islands began from South East Asia passing through Melanesia,
and then through Micronesia and Polynesia. The shipbuilding techniques and navigation
skills must have evolved during this migration time, as islands became smaller and the
distance between them became longer.

This presentation provides an overview of the various shipbuilding technologies (rafts,
grass boats, bark ships, etc.) of Oceania, especially the characteristics of outrigger canoes
used for trade and the double canoes that may have been used for migration.

The remains of the shipbuilding techniques in the Caroline Islands of Micronesia has been
already introduced by Mr Tomoya Akimichi in Japan. For this presentation, I would like to
discuss the recent researches on the advanced shipbuilding techniques of Polynesia. I want
to make it clear that oral recitation, passed down for generations that make the shipbuilding
techniques, but also even myths played a big role in conveying the wisdom of shipbuilding to
its people. I would also like to mention myths that convey navigation skills such as the
goddess that watches over the voyage.

In the last section, [ will discuss the case of trade and religious activities (e.g., pilgrimages
on the sea) as motivations for voyages. Examples of these include the Nan Madol on Pohnpei
[sland, the sacred ground of Yap Island (Terri), and the shrine of Raiatea Island in the Societe
[slands. Through this, I hope to shed light on Okinoshima in relation to the southern world.

{Profile)

Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Nanzan University. Born in 1954. Majored in marine
anthropology, astronomical anthropology.
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“Shipbuilding technology and voyage to understand
from the sunken ship”

SASAKI, James Randall

{Summary)

A shipwreck site is often called an “ancient time capsule.” This is because organic remains
are often better preserved underwater compared to above ground, and it is a type of
archaeological site able to show the environment as it was in the past. Europe was the center
of underwater archaeological research, but in recent years, countries including Korea, China,
and Thailand has established specialized national research institutes, fully equipped with
conservation facilities, research vessels, and maritime museums exhibiting shipwrecks that
they excavated. On the other hand, the status of underwater archaeological research in
Japan has not seen a major development compared to other countries. In this paper, the
author introduces the past maritime culture, focusing on the trade systems and the changes
in shipbuilding technologies that became apparent through investigating shipwreck sites.
Focus will be given to the ancient Mediterranean and comparative examples of research
around the world. The author wish a growing number of similar research projects will be
initiated in Japan.

{Profile)

Kyushu National Museum Associate Fellow. Born in Kanagawa Prefecture, Randall James
Sasaki specializes in Preservation Organization and Techniques of Underwater Cultural
Heritage and Maritime and Sea Craft Archeology.

11
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“Transition process of route and trade surrounding the ancient Korean
Peninsula”

KWON, Ohyoung

(Summary)

The history of ancient maritime exchange in East Asia has attracted considerable interest
and has been studied in South Korea and Japan. Recently, it has been identified the
methodology used in the research is limited. Among other things, no new findings or
research methodologies have been developed to complement the previous of studies on
navigation and ships. From this point, [ hope that new research would be triggered by the
recent inscription of Okinoshima as the World Cultural Heritage.

This presentation covers the period from the early iron age in Korea to the early era of
North—South States period, and analyzes the distribution of glass beads to track the process
of how the cultures of Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia were connected. As a result of this
approach, it was possible to obtain an overview of exchange and trade over wide areas of the
Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia regions. During the early iron age, we can see there was
a distribution network for blue glass beads that connected China, Manchuria, the Korean
Peninsula and Kyushu.

The network expanded to areas in Northern Vietnam and Northeast Asia after the nine
Lingnan commanderies were established in the land of Nan-Yue (Nam-Viet) and four
commanderies were established in the lands of Wiman Joseon. From the 3rd century on,
starting with bilateral exchanges between the Wu dynasty and Funan, full-fledged trade and
exchange began between Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia. In addition to that, during the
period of South—North Korea when Shilla and Bohai coexisted, it appears that exchange and
trade with the Islamic world was achieved via the world empire Tang dynasty of China.

{Profile)

Professor of Humanities Department at Seoul National University. Specializes in Ancient
Korean History and Archaeology. Recent fields of interest are the history of Eurasian
exchange and marine interactions. Doctor of Literature, Graduate School of Seoul National
University.

13
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“Sea Road for Japan—Korea Negotiations during the Kofun Period”
— Analysis of Japanese—style materials found in the southern
and western coastal areas of the Korean Peninsula—

TAKATA, Kanta

{Summary)

The society of Wa during the Kofun period accepted diverse cultural practices from the
Korean Peninsula, which were assimilated and became established as Japanese culture.
During that period, Japanese would cross the sea many times to trade with the people of
Baekje, Shilla, Gaya, and the area of Yeongsan River in the Korean Peninsula.

The archaeological materials that I will focus on comprises Wa—style burial mound built in
the southern and western coastal areas of the Korean Peninsula around the first half of the
fifth century. The tombs were built in a locations overlooking the sea and adopt small to
medium tomb system in the northern Kyushu region.

The entombed persons are thought to have been Japanese descent who conducted
negotiations between the people of Baekje and the Yeongsan River and the people in Wa. In
addition, because settlements associated with the route are scattered along the southern and
western coastal areas, we can reconstruct the ancient sea route connected with these ports
of call.

In the southern and western coastal areas of the Korean Peninsula those days, a regional
network had grown to facilitate the exchange of materials, technology, information, ritual
systems, and more. People who travelled to the Yeongsan River and Baekje, utilizing the
network, seemed to have smooth navigation and negotiate with people around the ports of
call, and even sometimes, stayed there few days when needed. Among those people, there
were some who died at a port of call. I believe the Wa-style burial mounds in Korean
Peninsula were built for such Japanese people. It also seems like that some of them had to
conduct a ritual for the safety of the navigation or settled in the port of call for one reason or
another.

{Profile)

Associate Professor of National Museum of Japanese History, Associate Professor at the
Graduate University for Advanced Studies. Specialty in prehistorical and ancient
Japanese—Korean interchange history. Completed doctoral course at the archaeological
anthropology department of Korea Gyeongbuk University (Doctor of Literature).
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“Ocean current and voyage environment of the
East China Sea — Japan Sea”

HIROSE, Naoki

{Summary)

Kuroshio, one of the strongest currents on this planet, comes into the East China Sea
through the Yonaguni Strait and travels along the continental slope to the northeast. It is
interacted with the Taiwan Warm Current from the Taiwan Strait and also with land water
such as Changjiang (Yangtze). A part of the mixed water reaches to the Tsushima/Korea
Strait (TKS) and further extends to the northeast into the Japan/East Sea. The Tsushima
Warm Current (TWC) transports huge amount of heat and controls the warm humid climate
in this region. Ancient continental people must be aiming at this abundant island the TKS
through the Korean Peninsula.

They were able to walk across the TKS at the glacial age but the resurgent TWC may
block their travel afterward. Actually, the TKS transport has been/will be increasing with
the present global warming based on our analysis. In this report, general characteristics of
the surface current in this region is reviewed and the ancient ship routing is discussed for
the TKS. Although we could simulate detailed variations of ocean conditions using
supercomputers today, ancient people hardly predicted the chaotic motions of ocean
current. The navigation crosses the TKS might be fulfilled using the periodic nature of
spring tide.

{Profile)

Professor, Research Institute for Applied Mechanics, Kyushu University. Specializes in
physical oceanography, focused on ocean data assimilation and forecasts of sea conditions,
which are applied to the fields of fisheries, energy and the environment.
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